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Claim 1:Design a “PB&J sandwich” 

that does not infringe 

Claim 1…
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Claim 1 of the Amazon.com 1-click patent:

A method of placing an order for an item comprising: 

under control of a client system, 

displaying information identifying the item; and 

in response to only a single action being performed, sending a 

request to order the item along with an identifier of a purchaser of the 

item to a server system;

under control of a single-action ordering component of the server system,

receiving the request; 

retrieving additional information previously stored for the purchaser 

identified by the identifier in the received request; and

generating an order to purchase the requested item for the purchaser 

identified by the identifier in the received request using the retrieved 

additional information; and 

fulfilling the generated order to complete purchase of the item 

whereby the item is ordered without using a shopping cart ordering model.
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Henry Dreyfuss – Honeywell T87 - 1953
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22. An HVAC controller comprising:

a controller housing having a front face with a central region;

a liquid crystal display disposed in the central region displaying an operating 

parameter of the HVAC controller; and

a rotatable interface member extending around the central region of the controller 

housing, the rotatable interface member being rotatable relative to the central 

region, 

wherein rotation of the rotatable interface member can be used to adjust the 

operating parameter that is displayed on the liquid crystal display.

Honeywell Patent 7,584,899
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http://www.scoopfree.com/

http://www.scoopfree.com/
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Big Company

(can spend 10-
100mm USD in 
legal fees)

Small Company

(can spend 10-100k 
USD in legal fees)

Patents are Fundamental

and Likely Valid

Patents are Weak 

(most common)

• File patents in biggest markets.

• Détente w.r.t. big companies with large patent 

portfolios.

• Sue knock-offs with weak patent portfolios to make 

them invest in innovation or quit.

• If evil, bully small companies (without legal merit).

• Aggressively file patents in any significant 

market.

• Sue all infringers. (Unless you also likely 

infringe a big rival – in which case détente.)

• Patents likely critical in financing, acquisition, and 

when/if company gets big.

• Preserve global patent rights as long as possible.

• Only take on David-and-Goliath fights if you are 

very confident of validity and infringement, and of 

fundamental quality.

• File in one or two biggest markets.

• Minimize legal expense.

• Sue only the weakest companies with the most 

blatant knock-offs – hopefully encouraging them to 

go away without litigation.



Learning More
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David Pressman. 2016. Patent it Yourself. Nolo Press. (Amazon)

Salsa Items

When Patents Attack – Parts 1 and 2. This American Life (radio/podcast). 

John Seabrook. “The Flash of Genius.” The New Yorker. January 11, 1993. Article about inventor 
of delay wiper and fight against auto industry. Also 2008 movie. (Netflix)

Print the Legend. Subplot in documentary about 3D printing about suit by Stratysys against 

FormLabs (Netflix)

Colt vs. Wesson. 2015. National Geographic – American Genius Series – S1.E6. Somewhat 

romanticized and very US-centric dramatization of creation of the revolver pistol. Some dramatic 
patent-related events. (Netflix)
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https://www.amazon.com/Patent-Yourself-Step-Step-Filing/dp/1413322573/
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/search?keys=patents%20attack
http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1993/01/11/the-flash-of-genius
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1054588/
http://channel.nationalgeographic.com/american-genius/

